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ABSTRACT

Community engagement and accountability play a crucial role in environmental conservation
and preservation. This study employs thematic analysis to explore the potential strategies,
challenges, and opportunities that shape the involvement of stakeholders, including teachers,
school heads, PTA officers, and Youth for Environment in Schools Organization (YES-O)
officers, in sustainability efforts. By analyzing qualitative responses, the study identifies
recurring themes that influence the effectiveness of conservation initiatives and provides insights
into the factors that enhance or hinder active participation.

Findings indicate that one of the most pressing challenges is the lack of awareness, education,
and training, where knowledge gaps prevent individuals and communities from engaging in
meaningful environmental action. Additionally, resource constraints and financial challenges
limit the implementation of sustainability programs due to insufficient funding, infrastructure,
and logistical support. Furthermore, cultural sensitivity and trust issues create barriers to
participation, particularly when past environmental projects have been mismanaged or failed to
address community concerns.

To address these barriers, the study identifies key strategies for improving environmental
conservation efforts. Education and awareness programs, particularly those integrated into school
curricula, foster environmental literacy and long-term engagement. Community-based actions,
such as clean-up drives, tree-planting initiatives, and waste segregation programs, empower
individuals to take responsibility for their surroundings. Additionally, recognition and
incentives—including rewards, public acknowledgment, and community-driven appreciation
programs—serve as effective motivators for sustained participation in conservation activities.
Beyond challenges and strategies, this study also highlights opportunities for strengthening
community involvement. Community empowerment and livelihood initiatives, such as eco-
tourism, community gardens, and resource management programs, provide economic incentives
while promoting environmental responsibility. Moreover, fostering climate resilience and
integrating traditional knowledge into conservation efforts allows for culturally responsive and
sustainable approaches that align with local values.
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