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ABSTRACT

The impetus of this paper is the irreplaceable role yet confusing use of the term ‘conceptual
framework’ in research literature. Even though, there is a consensus among scholars of
various field of study that conceptual framework is essential element of research endeavors,
yet it is used interchangeably with theoretical framework, that create confusion. As a PhD
student on the pre-proposal work, this makes me more anxious. Then my intent is to explore
its conceptual meaning and purposes by bringing together similar meanings from different
scholars with a view to shed some light on its understanding and its use in research. Hence, in
attempting to address this, the following key terms; Concept, conceptual framework research
design and theoretical framework are defined briefly as to help decipher the conceptual ties
among them and illuminate the conceptual meaning and purpose of conceptual framework.
The schematic representation of conceptual framework is developed based on the conceptual
meaning provided by scholars. In doing this it is attempted to show conceptual meaning of
conceptual framework in relation to research design, paradigms and philosophical
assumptions that delineate it from theoretical framework. Conceptual framework serves
essential role in inductive research design, while theoretical framework serves similar role in
deductive research design.
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