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ABSTRACT

There has been a drastic increase in the use of motorcycles as a means of transport worldwide
due to various reasons. In Kenya, the increased use of motorcycles has been seen over the last
decade. This increase has brought forth many challenges, including motorcycle accidents on
disproportionate scale comparative to the world statistics. Indeed motorcycle accidents
constitute a major cause of death and injuries to thousands of people every year. In spite of
this, motorcycle accidents remain a neglected problem in Kenya. This study sought to
determine the causes and trends of motorcycle accidents in Bungoma County. The study
population comprised 400 people from households of motorcycle riders involved in accidents
and those not involved. Key informants in the motorcycle transport industry were
interviewed. The study adopted a cross-sectional survey design to establish the causes,
incidences/trends, and vulnerability of motorcycle accidents. Descriptive and inferential
statistics were used in the analysis of data. The study was anchored on both the crunch model
and the wish to die and domino theory. The study found that human error is the leading cause
of motorcycle accidents. This is imparted on by poor regulatory and enforcement regimes.
Structured and comprehensive training of riders on traffic code and regulations will most
likely reduce accidents and associated economic losses. Collective action measures such as
motorcycle Saccos for voluntary enforcement and pooling of resources, to aid riders in case
of injuries and death, should be explored and pursued. The study provides information and
insights on disaster risk reduction for policy formulation on motorcycle accident
mitigation.From the results, the proposed strategies that can be employed to curb motorcycle
accidents in the order of magnitude are: training of motorcycle riders; observing speed limits;
improved roads; not driving while under the influence of drugs/ alcohol; not carrying more
than one passenger; improved enforcement by police; proper motorcycle maintenance;
wearing protective clothes/ helmets/ boots; wearing reflective jacket; and not driving while
tired.
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